
Swedish Native  Breed

Norrbottenspets

Norrbottenspitz

FCI-group5

FCI-nr 276

Presentationby Svenska Kennelklubben, October2019.
Supplement to the breedstandard.

Date ofpublicationof the officialvalid standard: 
28 July2009



Norrbottenspets / Norrbottenspitz(FCI-nr 276)

Maleof excellent type Femaleof excellent type



Norrbottenspets / Norrbottenspitz(FCI-nr 276)

The Norrbottenspitzprobablydescendsfrom smallerlaikadogs
who back in ancienttimesexistedwith huntingpeoplewithin the 
Cap of the North.

All Spitz breedsregisteredin the Swedish kennel club prior to 
1906 wasregisteredŀǎ ΩbƻǊŘƛŎ SpitzesΩΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ whenFinland startedto refine the FinnishSpitz, 
they wantedto consolidatethe solid red colourby eliminating
the other existingcolours. In the north of Finland and Sweden 
dogswith a variation of colourremained, and is probablythe 
foundingbaseof the Norrbottenspitzof today.

In 1907 LieutenantKantzovtook an interest in the Swedish 
Norrbottenspitzand startedkeepingrecordsof the dogs.

Hiswork resultedin the first officialbreedstandard, whichwas
proposedin 1911.

Originand history
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Thissmall spitzwasusedfor huntingforestgame birds, small 
predators, squirrelsand sometimesevenelk/moose.

Someof the game wasfor food for their familiesand others
for their pelt as fur washighlyvaluedfor trade.

After the second world war fur lost in valueand becauseof
that the interestof the breeddecreased. The numberof the 
breeddeclinedand the last individualwasregisteredin 1936 
whichleadto the Swedish kennel club declaringthe breed
extinct in 1947.

Originand history
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But fortunately there werestill dogsaroundin rural areas!

Hunters in the north of Sweden, with front figureMr Stig 
Onnerfeldt, managedto find someindividualsremainingon the 
farms and duringǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ǘƘŜ breedwassecured. In 1967 the 
breedwasreintroducedin the Swedish kennel club and a breed
standard waspublished.

Originand history
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Mr Onnerfeldt
visitedseveral
dog shows with
hisbitch Blondie 
av Bjerkefall, born
1961, to raise
interest for the 
breed.

Originand history
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Originand history

.ƭƻƴŘƛŜΩǎfather Jocke från Erkheikki, 
bornƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ
(parentsunknown)

.ƭƻƴŘƛŜΩǎmother Kajsa från Liviöjärvi, 
bornƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ
(Blondie in the red circle)
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Originand history

Male from aroundǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎΦ
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Function

Nowadaysthe breedis a huntingdog for mainlytreeingbirdsbut works
alsowith other game suchas small predators and elk/moose.
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Function

The dog searchesfor the prey
independentlywith hiskeensense of
smelland hearing.

The searchingarea canbe quite large, 
but the dog often makes contactwith
the hunter every5 ς15 minutes.

The Norrbottenspitzmarks the game by 
barking; it barks to control the bird
whenin the tree, so the hunter cantake
a shot.
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Character

The Norrbottenspitzis fearless, veryagile, outgoingand friendly.

It is never aggressive towardspeople.

Shouldnot be nervousor shy.

At shows the judgeshouldbe ableto check the bite and be able
to measurethe dog without too muchdifficulty.

As it is a huntingdog it must not fear the sound of gunshots. 
Sensitivityin regardsto noiseis a heritablefactor and often
linkedwith nervousnessand uncertainty.

Likes lots of attention and enjoysbeingin the centreof his
family!
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General appearance

The impression of a Norrbottenspitzis that of a compactbut light
dog with well developed, moderatelystrong boneand good
muscles.

It must not givean appearanceof beingheavyor too light.

Slightlyrectangular.

Wellangulatedwith strong bones.

White colourwith clearlydefined, largepatchesin all nuancesof
red and yellow.

Ideal size; males: 45 cm
females: 42 cm

Toleranceof +/- 2 cm



Norrbottenspets / Norrbottenspitz(FCI-nr 276)

General appearance

An excellent male An excellent female
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Generalappearance- faults

Goodlookingmale(left) and female(right), both showing
manygoodpointsbut loosethe desirableproportions 

becauseof too deeprib cageand a little too short in leg.
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Generalappearance- faults

Male(left) and female(right), both too highon legs, 
too light in boneand not enoughrib cage.

The femaleis alsoa bit short in coat.
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Head

The lengthof the muzzleshouldbe the same or a little shorter
than the skull.

Muzzleand skull shouldbe parallel.

Stop is moderate, but distinct.

Foreheadis slightlyarched, the skull rather flat.

Eyes shouldbe almondshapedand obliquelyset.

Ideallysizedearson an ideallysizedheadextendto the inner 
corner of the eye.
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Excellent heads

Male Female
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Head- faults

Skull and muzzlenot parallel, 
gives the wrongexpression. Slightlytoo snipymuzzle.
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Head- faults

Tooround eyesand too round cheeksgivethe wrongexpression.

In profile the too pronouncedstop is clearlyvisible.
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Ears- faults

Lowset ears, as well as soft and whenin motion flappingears, are
faulty.

Big and forward tilting earsarefaults.

Semi-prickedand droopingearsdo not belongto this breed.

Big forward tilted ears. Way too bigears.
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Neckand body

The Norrbottenspitzhas moderate bone, well developedmuscles
and excellent posture. It shallnot be fine or coarseand heavy.

The constructionof the bodyshouldserve the functionof a small 
huntingspitz.

The neckis well fitted to 
the withers.

Males havea slightly
strongerneckand 
distinctwithers.

Theyshouldnot have
loosedewlaps.
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Body - faults

Heavy and too short 
leggedmale.

Soft and roachedback is faulty.

Steepcroupis a fault.
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Tail

The ideal tail shouldbe long enoughto be held in the beautiful
highcurve. Thiscannever be obtainedwith too short tails!

Note that too low set tailsoccur. Thesecansometimesbe carried
in an almostcorrectwaythough(highlycurvedand looselycurled).

Tootightly curved, as well as a thin tail, arefaults.

The hair on the tail shouldbe short (not too muchfeathering).

Stumpytail is disqualifying.

Verywell set tail with correct
carriageand of correctlength!
(not correctlydistributedpatches)
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Incorrecttails

Open, upright tail with
too muchfeathering.

Tooshort tail.
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Forequarters - Hindquarters

Correctstraight 
and parallelfront.

Wellangulated
hind quarters.

Long, flat feet arefaulty as aresprawledtoes. Thisis not 
functionalfor a workingbreed.
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Movement / gait

The naturalgaitof the Norrbottenspitzwhenworkingis gallop, 
mostoften performedin unevenhilly terrain.

The build of the breedgives a rather long step sequencewhen
galloping.

LǘΩǎswift and livelywayof workingreflectsin the movement.

In the show ring the dog is judgedat trot , whichshouldbe free, 
paralleland coveringground.
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Coat

Double coat is essentialto be functionalin all kinds of weather.

The followingfaultsdoesnot work in all kinds of weather:

Lack of under coat.

Tooshort or wavycoat.

Toolong guardhair whichgives an opencoat.
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Colour

The Norrbottenspitzgives an impression of a piebalddog.

The white groundcolouris dominant.

The breedclub in Sweden asks the judgesto givethe highest
awardsto dogswith ideal colourand markingsonly.

Exampleof correct
distribution of patches
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Exampleof incorrectcolours

Colouron headonly.

Å Dogswith colouronlyon the head(all white body), or dogswho do 
not havecolouron both sides of the head, areregardedas having
insufficentcolouring.

Colouron onesideof
the headonly.



Norrbottenspets / Norrbottenspitz(FCI-nr 276)

Å Another exampleof insufficient colouring(no patcheson body).

Å Thisdog is howeverotherwiseof excellent breedtype and 
conformation.
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Exampleof less desiredcolours

Not correctlydistributed
patches. Agouticolour.

Å Examplesof dogswherethe colourmight be tolerated, but the 
markingsarenot:

Not correctlydistributed
patches, black colour
and alsotan markings

(severefault).

Not correctlydistributed
patches. Fawncolour.
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Exampleof less desiredcolours

Thisdog has correctly
distributedpatches, but

black colour, tan markings
and ticking(last two being

severefaults).

Å Examplesof dogswherethe colourmight be tolerated, but
the markingsarenot:

Correctcolourbut no 
patcheson body, only
ticking(severefault).
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Excellent male
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Excellent males



Norrbottenspets / Norrbottenspitz(FCI-nr 276)

Excellent females
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Excellent breedtype.

Verywell balancedin head, 
proportions and angulations.

Couldbe morebroken up in colour
(better distributedpatches).

Unfortunatelynot showingearsΧ
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Maleof excellent breedtype
but a little straight in stifle.

Femaleof excellent breedtype
but a little straight in 

angulationfront and rear.
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Fleshcolouredor liver brownnose.

Missingteeth, exceptP1.

Tan markings.

Roaningor ticking.

Severefaults


