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Brief Historical 
Summary

T h e  D o g u e  d e  B o r d e a u x  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  c u r r e n t 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  m o l o s s o i d  m o r p h o t y p e ,  w h o s e  e m e r g e n c e 

i s  s e t  i n  t h e  A n c i e n t  N e a r  E a s t .  I n  t h e  W e s t e r n  M i d d l e  A g e s ,  t h e 

m o l o s s i a n  d o g s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n 

o f  l i v e s t o c k  a n d  p r o p e r t i e s ,  h u n t i n g  w i t h  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  e l i t e , 

a n d  a n i m a l - b a i t i n g .  T h e  w o r d  ‘ ’d o g u e ’ ’  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  F r e n c h 

i n  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y ,  f r o m  E n g l a n d . 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r u r a l  m a s t i f f ,  n a t u r a l i s t s  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  a g e 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t w o  s i z e s  o f  d o g u e s .  I n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n i m a l -

b a i t i n g  t o o k  o f f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  F r a n c e ,  n o t a b l y  i n  t h e  s o u t h -

w e s t .  I n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  c y n o p h i l i s t  a u t h o r s  m e n t i o n e d 

s e v e r a l  t y p e s  o f  d o g u e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n ,  b e f o r e  t h e 

D o g u e  d e  B o r d e a u x  w a s  f o r m a l i z e d  u n d e r  i t s  c u r r e n t  n a m e  a n d 

a p p e a r a n c e .  T h e  b r e e d  b e c a m e  s c a r c e  a f t e r  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d 

W a r,  t h e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  m a j o r  r e v i v a l  f r o m  t h e  1 9 6 0 s .
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•  A  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  d o g ,  b u t  w e l l  b a l a n c e d  a n d  w i t h  a  h a r m o n i o u s 

         g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e . 

•  B u i l t  r a t h e r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  g r o u n d :  t h e  d i s t a n c e  s t e r n u m -t o - g r o u n d  i s 

         s l i g h t l y  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e  c h e s t .

•  Ty p i c a l  c o n c a v e - l i n e d  b r a c h y c e p h a l i c  m o l o s s o i d .

•  S t o c k y ,  a t h l e t i c  a n d  i m p o s i n g ,  i t  h a s  a  v e r y  d i s s u a s i v e  a s p e c t .

GENERAL 
APPEARANCE

R.  T r iquet :  “ The Dogue de Bordeaux 
i s  s tocky,  but  w i thout  be ing lowered. 

The adverb ‘ ’  s l igh t ly  ‘ ’  s tops  any 
tendency to  exaggerat ion  ‘ ’ .
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PROPORTIONS

R.  T r iquet :  The ideal  length  o f  the 

muzz le  i s  between these two ext remes: 

a  th i rd  o f  the  head i s  too long,  and a 

quar te r  i s  too shor t .

•  T h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  m e a s u r e d  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t 

          o f  t h e  s h o u l d e r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  b u t t o c k ,  i s 

          s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s ,  i n  t h e 

          p r o p o r t i o n  o f  1 1 / 1 0 .

•  T h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e  c h e s t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  h e i g h t 

          a t  t h e  w i t h e r s .

•  T h e  m a x i m u m  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  m u z z l e  i s  e q u a l  t o  o n e 

           t h i r d  o f  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  h e a d ,  i t s  m i n i m u m  l e n g t h 

         t o  o n e  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  h e a d .

•  I n  t h e  m a l e ,  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  s k u l l  c o r r e s p o n d s 

         m o r e  o r  l e s s  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s .
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HEAD
•  V o l u m i n o u s ,  a n g u l a r,  b r o a d ,  r a t h e r  s h o r t ,  t r a p e z o i d  w h e n  v i e w e d 

          f r o m  a b o v e  a n d  i n  f r o n t .

R.  T r iquet :  The head fo rms a  t rapez ium whose great  base 

i s  the  nape,  the smal l  base the end o f  the  muzz le  -  wh ich 

i s  very  broad,  a lmost  as  w ide as  i t s  root .

•  T h e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  a x e s  o f  t h e  s k u l l  a n d  t h e  m u z z l e  a r e  c o n v e r g e n t .

•  P r o f o u n d  a n d  s y m m e t r i c a l  w r i n k l e s  e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  m e d i a n  g r o o v e , 

         m o b i l e  d e p e n d i n g  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  d o g  i s  a t t e n t i v e  o r  n o t . 

T h e  w r i n k l e  w h i c h  r u n s  f r o m  t h e  i n n e r  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  e y e  t o  t h e 

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  m o u t h  i s  t y p i c a l .  I f  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  w r i n k l e  r u n n i n g  f r o m 

t h e  o u t e r  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  e y e  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  m o u t h  o r  t h e 

d e w l a p  s h o u l d  b e  d i s c r e e t .
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CRANIAL REGION
•  I n  t h e  m a l e ,  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  s k u l l  m e a s u r e d  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f

          i t s  g r e a t e s t  w i d t h  c o r r e s p o n d s  r o u g h l y  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s .

         I n  b i t c h e s ,  i t  m a y  b e  s l i g h t l y  l e s s .

•  T h e  u p p e r  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  s k u l l  i s  s l i g h t l y  c o n v e x  f r o m  o n e  s i d e  t o  t h e 

         o t h e r. 

•  T h e  f o r e h e a d  i s  s t i l l  w i d e r  t h a n  h i g h .

•  V e r y  p r o n o u n c e d  s t o p ,  a l m o s t  f o r m i n g  a  r i g h t  a n g l e  w i t h  t h e  m u z z l e 

         ( 9 5 °  t o  1 0 0 ° ) . 

FACIAL REGION
•  Po w e r f u l ,  b r o a d ,  t h i c k  m u z z l e ,  b u t  n o t  f l e s h y  b e l o w  t h e  e y e s .

R.  T r iquet  :  not  f leshy  be low the eyes ,  i t  means  that  i t  i s 

not  over loaded,  ‘ ’  meaty  ‘ ’  a t  the  root .
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•  W h e n  v i e w e d  f r o m  a b o v e ,  i t  h a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  s h a p e  o f  a  s q u a r e . 

•  I t s  u p p e r  p r o f i l e  i s  v e r y  s l i g h t l y  c o n c a v e .

•  T h e  t i p  o f  t h e  m u z z l e  i s  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  v e r t i c a l  t a n g e n t  t o  t h e  a n t e r i o r   

         f a c e  o f  t h e  n o s e .

•  N o s e :  B r o a d ,  w e l l  o p e n e d  n o s t r i l s ,  w e l l  p i g m e n t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

         c o l o u r  o f  t h e  m a s k .  U p t u r n e d  n o s e  p e r m i s s i b l e  b u t  n o t  i f  i t  i s  s e t 

         b a c k  t o w a r d s  t h e  e y e s . 

•  J a w s :  p o w e r f u l ,  b r o a d .  T h e  l o w e r  j a w  c u r v e s  u p w a r d s . 

•  T h e  D o g u e  i s  u n d e r s h o t :  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  l o w e r  i n c i s o r s  i s  i n  f r o n t  o f 

         a n d  n o t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  f r o n t  f a c e  o f  t h e  u p p e r  i n c i s o r s .

•  Te e t h :  S t r o n g .  L o w e r  c a n i n e s  s e t  w i d e  a p a r t  a n d  s l i g h t l y  c u r v e d . 

          I n c i s o r s  w e l l  a l i g n e d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l o w e r  j a w  w h e r e  t h e y  f o r m  a n 

         a p p a r e n t l y  s t r a i g h t  l i n e . 

•  T h e  c h i n  i s  w e l l  m a r k e d  a n d  m u s t  n e i t h e r  o v e r l a p  t h e  u p p e r  l i p 

         e x a g g e r a t e d l y  n o r  b e  c o v e r e d  b y  i t .

•  L i p s :  U p p e r  l i p  t h i c k ,  m o d e r a t e  p e n d u l o u s .  W h e n  v i e w e d  i n  p r o f i l e 

          i t  s h o w s  a  r o u n d e d  l o w e r  l i n e .  I t  c o v e r s  t h e  l o w e r  j a w  o n  t h e  s i d e s . 

          I n  f r o n t ,  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  u p p e r  l i p  d r o p s  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  f o r m i n g  a n 

          i n v e r t e d  w i d e  V.
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R.  T r iquet  :  the  t ip  o f  the  muzz le  i s  in  a  s l ight ly  inc l ined 

p lane f rom the bot tom up,  but  much less  than in  the Bu l ldog. 

R .  T r iquet  :  the  V wi th  an acute  angle  i s  the  character i s t ic 

o f  the  Neapol i tan  Mast i f f ,  and the U-shaped l ip  i s  that  o f  the 

Bu l ldog.  The l ips  shou ld  not  hang too much,  and the upper 

l ip  shou ld  not  cover  the lower  l ip .

•  C h e e k s :  P r o m i n e n t ,  d u e  t o  t h e  v e r y  s t r o n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e 

         m u s c l e s .

•  E y e s :  O v a l ,  s e t  w i d e  a p a r t .  T h e  h a w  m u s t  n o t  b e  v i s i b l e . 

         C o l o u r :  h a z e l  t o  d a r k  b r o w n  f o r  a  d o g  w i t h  a  b l a c k  m a s k ,  l i g h t e r      

         c o l o u r  t o l e r a t e d  b u t  n o t  s o u g h t  a f t e r  i n  d o g s  w i t h  e i t h e r  a  b r o w n 

         m a s k  o r  w i t h o u t  a  m a s k
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R.  T r iquet  :  excess  in  every th ing i s  to  be re jected.  By 

the t ime the breed s tar ted again  f rom scratch,  there 

were dogs  wi th  too long muzz les .  La ter  on ,  we could 

see over  s tocky dogs ,  w i th  too many wr ink les .  Bu t 

s ince then,  judges  and breeders  have worked wel l  and 

res tored the typ ica l  head o f  the  Dogue de Bordeaux.

R .  T r iquet  :  a  drooping lower  eye l id ,  in  o ther  words 

ect rop ion,  i s  undes i rab le .

•  E a r s  :  R e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  s e t  r a t h e r  h i g h ,  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  u p p e r  

          l i n e  o f  t h e  s k u l l ,  t h u s  a p p e a r i n g  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  i t s  w i d t h  e v e n  m o r e . 

          A t  i t s  s e t  o n ,  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  e a r  i s  s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d
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NECK

•  V e r y  s t r o n g ,  m u s c u l a r,  a l m o s t  c y l i n d r i c a l .  I t s  a v e r a g e  c i r c u m f e r e n c e 

a l m o s t  e q u a l s  t h a t  o f  t h e  h e a d .  I t s  u p p e r  e d g e  i s  s l i g h t l y  c o n v e x .  T h e 

d e w l a p  f o r m i n g  f o l d s  d o w n  t o  t h e  c h e s t ,  w i t h o u t  h a n g i n g  e x a g g e r a t e d l y . 

T h e  n e c k ,  v e r y  b r o a d  a t  i t s  b a s e ,  m e r g e s  s m o o t h l y  w i t h  t h e  s h o u l d e r s .

R.  T r iquet  :  the  neck shou ld  not  be too shor t ;  i t  i s  longer 

than in  the Mast i f f ,  fo r  example.        
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•  C r o u p :  M o d e r a t e l y  s l o p i n g  d o w n  t o  t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e  t a i l . 

•  C h e s t :  Po w e r f u l ,  l o n g ,  d e e p ,  b r o a d ,  l e t  d o w n  l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  e l b o w s . 

I t s  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  m u s t  b e  b e t w e e n  2 5  c m  t o  3 5  c m  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e 

h e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s .

R.  T r iquet  :  v iewed f rom the f ront ,  the  lower  l ine  o f  the 

fo reches t  i s  convex.  When i t  i s  concave,  i t  means  that 

the  ches t  i s  insu f f ic ient ly  le t  down.

•  R i b s  w e l l  l e t  d o w n  a n d  w e l l  s p r u n g  b u t  n o t  b a r r e l  s h a p e d .

•  C u r v e d  u n d e r l i n e ,  f r o m  t h e  d e e p  b r i s k e t  t o  t h e  r a t h e r  t u c k e d  u p ,  f i r m 

a b d o m e n ,  b e i n g  n e i t h e r  p e n d u l o u s  n o r  t o o  t u c k e d  u p .

R.  T r iquet  :  the  be l ly  i s  much h igher  than in  the 

Neapol i tan  Mast i f f ,  fo r  example.

BODY
•  W e l l  s u s t a i n e d  t o p l i n e ,  a s  s t r a i g h t  a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  c o n c a v e - l i n e d  d o g

R.  T r iquet  :  the  top l ine  i s  not  per fect ly  hor i zonta l .  No 

mast i f f - l ike  dog has  a  s t ra ight  top l ine .  A f te r  the  ‘ ’d ip ’ ’ 

beh ind the wi thers ,  the  l ine  gradual ly  r i ses  to  mel t  in to 

the lo in .

•  W i t h e r s :  W e l l  m a r k e d .

•  B a c k :  B r o a d  a n d  m u s c u l a r.

•  L o i n :  B r o a d .  R a t h e r  s h o r t  a n d  s o l i d .

R.  T r iquet  :  the  lo in  i s  on ly  s l ight ly  arched,  o therwise  the 

l ine  would  d ip  too much fo rward.  I t  shou ld  not  be too 

long.
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

•  V e r y  t h i c k  a t  t h e  b a s e .  I t s  t i p  p r e f e r a b l y  r e a c h i n g  t h e  h o c k  a n d  n o t  b e l o w . 

•  C a r r i e d  l o w ,  g e n e r a l l y  r i s i n g  b y  9 0 °  t o  1 2 0 °  f r o m  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  w h e n  t h e  d o g  i s  i n  a c t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  c u r v i n g  o v e r  t h e  b a c k  o r  b e i n g  c u r l e d .                                                                                                        

TAIL

R.  T r iquet  :  «  the  ta i l  mus t  be f lex ib le .  No k inked ta i l . 

R ig id  par t s  would  ind icate  a  bone abnormal i ty .  As 

fo r  the  car r iage in  act ion ,  we penal i ze  i f  the  ta i l  i s 

car r ied erect  o r  i f  i t  i s  cur led.
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

LIMBS

•  F O R E Q U A R T E R S

•  S t r o n g  b o n e  s t r u c t u r e ,  v e r y  m u s c u l a r  l e g s . 

•  S h o u l d e r s :  Po w e r f u l ,  p r o m i n e n t  m u s c l e s

•  U p p e r  a r m s :  v e r y  m u s c u l a r. 

•  E l b o w s :  I n  t h e  a x i s  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  n e i t h e r  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r i b c a g e  n o r 

t u r n e d  o u t . 

•  F o r e a r m s :  V i e w e d  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t ,  s t r a i g h t  o r  i n c l i n i n g  s l i g h t l y  i n w a r d s , 

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  d o g s  w i t h  a  v e r y  b r o a d  c h e s t .  V i e w e d  i n  p r o f i l e ,  v e r t i c a l .

•  M e t a c a r p u s  ( Pa s t e r n ) :  Po w e r f u l .  V i e w e d  i n  p r o f i l e ,  s l i g h t l y  s l o p i n g . 

V i e w e d  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t ,  s o m e t i m e s  s l i g h t l y  o u t w a r d s  c o m p e n s a t i n g  f o r 

t h e  s l i g h t  i n c l i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e a r m  i n w a r d s .

R.  T r iquet  :  there  shou ld  be no f idd le  f ront  ( fo rearms 

inc l in ing inwards ,  metacarpals  and feet  tu rned outwards)

•  F o r e f e e t :  S t r o n g .  To e s  t i g h t .  T h e  D o g u e  i s  w e l l  u p  o n  h i s  t o e s  d e s p i t e 

h i s  w e i g h t .

R.  T r iquet  :  sp lay  feet  w i th  too much weight  on  the 

back par t  o f  the  pads ,  and wide open toes ,  a re  very 

undes i rab le .  Bu t  s t i l l  the  Dogue de Bordeaux cannot  have 

cat ’ s  feet .
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

LIMBS

•  H I N D Q U A R T E R S

•  R o b u s t  l e g s  w i t h  s t r o n g  b o n e  s t r u c t u r e ;  w e l l  a n g u l a t e d .  W h e n  v i e w e d 

f r o m  b e h i n d  t h e  h i n d q u a r t e r s  a r e  p a r a l l e l  a n d  v e r t i c a l ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  a n 

i m p r e s s i o n  o f  p o w e r  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  h i n d q u a r t e r s  a r e  n o t  q u i t e  a s  b r o a d 

a s  t h e  f o r e q u a r t e r .

R.  T r iquet  :  the  d i f fe rence in  w idth  between the f ront  (ches t 

and shou lders )  and the back (croup and th ighs)  shou ld  not 

be exaggerated;  i t  i s  not  the  pear  shape we observe in  the 

Bu l ldog.  In  fact ,  the  th ighs  are  very  wel l  musc led

•  S t i f l e :  I n  a  p a r a l l e l  p l a n e  t o  t h e  m e d i a n  p l a n e  o r  v e r y  s l i g h t l y  o u t .

R.  T r iquet  :  normal ly  the s t i f le  i s  in  the  ax is  o f  the  body,  but 

i t  i s  o f ten  s l ight ly  tu rn ing outs ide.  ‘ ’  S l ight ly  ‘ ’  i s  impor tant , 

o therwise  the hocks  would  be c losed –  which i s  ca l led cow 

hocks .

•  H o c k :  S h o r t ,  s i n e w y ,  a n g l e  o f  t h e  h o c k  j o i n t  m o d e r a t e l y  o p e n .

R.  T r iquet  :  seen f rom the s ide,  the  angulat ion  i s  c loser  than 

in  the Bu l lmast i f f ,  fo r  example.

•  H i n d  f e e t  :  S l i g h t l y  l o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  f r o n t  f e e t ,  t o e s  t i g h t .
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

GAIT - MOVEMENT
•  Q u i t e  s u p p l e  f o r  a  m o l o s s o i d . 

•  W h e n  w a l k i n g  t h e  m o v e m e n t  i s  f r e e  a n d  s u p p l e ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  g r o u n d . 

G o o d  d r i v e  f r o m  t h e  h i n d q u a r t e r s ,  g o o d  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e l e g s , 

e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t r o t t i n g .  C a n t e r  w i t h  r a t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  v e r t i c a l 

m o v e m e n t . 

•  C a p a b l e  o f  g r e a t  s p e e d  o v e r  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s . 

R.  T r iquet  :  I  knew a t ime when in  dog shows,  one saw 

Dogues  that  one had to  drag dogs  in  to  mot ion .  S ince 

then,  the  dogs  have a  much bet te r  movement .  F rom 1984, 

when the SCC fo rmal i zed the Natura l  Apt i tude Tes ts ,  the 

c lub set  up a  tes t :  “ t r iangle  des  a l lu res” .  Th ree judges , 

one at  each ver tex  o f  the  t r iangle .  Each judge watches 

the dog walk ing,  t ro t t ing ,  ga l lop ing,  f rom the f ront ,  f rom 

the s ide,  f rom behind.   B reath less  dogs  are  d i smissed.  We 

wanted a  funct ional  dog,  moving normal ly .  Nowadays , 

such i s  the  case.
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

SKIN

•  T h i c k  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l o o s e  f i t t i n g ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e s s i v e  w r i n k l e s .

R.  T r iquet  :   in  moloss ian  dogs ,  the  sk in  i s  not  taut ,  but  in 

the  Dogue de Bordeaux there  shou ld  not  be dead fo lds 

on the body.

SIZE 
& WEIGHT
•  M a l e :  6 0 - 6 8  c m  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s ,  a t  l e a s t  5 0  k g . 

•  F e m a l e :  5 8 - 6 6  c m  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s ,  a t  l e a s t  4 5  k g .

•  To l e r a t e d :  1  c m  u n d e r  a n d  2  c m  o v e r.

P
a

g
e

 | S
k

in
 - S

iz
e

 &
 W

e
ig

h
t



17

S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

COAT

•  H a i r  :  F i n e ,  s h o r t  a n d  s o f t  t o  t h e  t o u c h . 

•  C o l o u r :  S e l f - c o l o u r e d ,  i n  a l l  s h a d e s  o f  f a w n ,  f r o m  m a h o g a n y 

t o  i s a b e l l a .  L i m i t e d  w h i t e  p a t c h e s  a r e  p e r m i s s i b l e  o n  t h e 

f o r e c h e s t  a n d  t h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  t h e  l i m b s . 

R.  T r iquet  :  mahogany has  a lways  been 

appreciated;  the  l ightes t  tone i s  i sabel la ,  a  l ight 

fawn,  but  not  as  l ight  as  sandy.  Cons ider ing the 

patch ing,  i t  has  a lways  remained very  l imi ted.  No 

whi te  above the carpus  in  f ront ,  no  whi te  above 

the hock on h ind legs .

•  B l a c k  m a s k  :  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  s p r e a d  o u t  a n d  m u s t  n o t  i n v a d e  t h e 

c r a n i a l  r e g i o n .  T h e r e  m a y  b e  s l i g h t  b l a c k  s h a d i n g  o n  t h e  s k u l l , 

e a r s ,  n e c k  a n d  t o p  o f  b o d y . 

•  B l a c k  n o s e

R.  T r iquet  :  th i s  b lack mask i s  much less  ex tens ive 

and dark  than in  the Mast i f f .  I t  i s  genet ica l ly 

dominant  over  the  brown mask.
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

•  B r o w n  m a s k :  N o s e ,  e y e r i m s  a n d  e d g e s  o f  t h e  l i p s  a r e  a l s o  b r o w n .  T h e r e  m a y 

b e  n o n - i n v a s i v e  b r o w n  s h a d i n g .

R.  T r iquet :  «  today we have many more brown masks  than 

b lack ones .  Bu t  we shou ld  not  indu lge in  co lour  mania .  A 

brown shaded coat  i s  l igh ter  on  the s lop ing par t s  o f  the  body 

(shou lders ,  e tc . )

R .  T r iquet :  «  fo rmer ly  they sa id  that  there  were 

two k inds  o f  red masks .  Bu t  one i s  a  brown 

mask,  the  o ther  i s  no  mask at  a l l ,  wh ich i s  ra re 

nowadays .

•  N o  m a s k :  T h e  c o a t  i s  f a w n .  t h e  s k i n  a p p e a r s  r e d .  T h e  n o s e 

c a n  t h e n  b e  r e d d i s h .
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

FAULTS : 
A FEW IMPORTANT POINTS

•  S E V E R E  FA U LTS 

•  D i s p r o p o r t i o n e d  h e a d  ( t o o  s m a l l  o r  e x a g g e r a t e l y  v o l u m i n o u s ) . 

•  B u l l d o g g y  h y p e r t y p e . 

•  I m p o r t a n t  l a t e r a l  d e v i a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o w e r  j a w . 

•  I n c i s o r s  c o n s t a n t l y  v i s i b l e  w h e n  t h e  m o u t h  i s  c l o s e d . 

•  V e r y  s m a l l  i n c i s o r s ,  u n e v e n l y  s e t . 

•  F l a t  t h i g h s . 

R.  T r iquet  :  the  dog may be badly  undershot ,  the 

mandib le  may be too s t ra ight ,  inc i sors  lay  be t i l t ing ,  o r 

a  pendulous  lower  l ip  showing teeth .

R .  T r iquet  :  i t  i s  se r ious  fo r  the  absence o f  th rus t ,  but 

a l so  the condi t ion  may be pain fu l ,  wh ich compels  the 

dog to  car ry  h i s  weight  to  the f ront
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

•  S t i l t e d  m o v e m e n t  o r  s e r i o u s  r o l l i n g  o f  r e a r.

R.  T r iquet  :  the  s t i l ted movement  in  a  dog means  wi th 

insu f f ic ient ly  angulated h indquar ters  and a  ra i sed back. 

The h indquar ters  a re  s t i f f le .  As  fo r  the  ro l l ,  a  heavy dog 

l ike  the Dogue de Bordeaux a lways  has  l ight  a  tendency 

to  ro l l ,  but  i t  mus t  remain  a  l ight  one.

•  E x c e s s i v e  s h o r t n e s s  o f  b r e a t h ,  r a s p i n g .  

R.  T r iquet  :  i t  i s  qu i te  abnormal  fo r  a  Dogue,  a f te r  a  few 

tu rns  in  a  r ing,  to  breathe no is i ly  and have a  b lue tongue. 

Every  dog must  be able  to  run  wi thout  be ing immediate ly 

out  o f  b reath  and rasp.

FAULTS : 
A FEW IMPORTANT POINTS
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

FAULTS 
DISQUALIFYING FAULTS

•  A g g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y . 

•  L o n g ,  n a r r o w  h e a d  w i t h  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r o n o u n c e d  s t o p ,  w i t h  a  m u z z l e 

m e a s u r i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o t a l  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  h e a d  ( l a c k  o f 

t y p e  i n  h e a d ) .

•  Tw i s t e d  j a w . 

•  M o u t h  n o t  u n d e r s h o t . 

•  C a n i n e s  c o n s t a n t l y  v i s i b l e  w h e n  t h e  m o u t h  i s  c l o s e d . 

R.  T r iquet  :  th i s  ind icates  that  the  lower  prognath i sm i s 

too pronounced

•  To n g u e  c o n s t a n t l y  h a n g i n g  o u t  w h e n  t h e  m o u t h  i s  c l o s e d .

R.  T r iquet :  «  th i s  ind icates  that  the  mandib le  i s  s t rongly 

dev ia ted,  o r  even tw is ted
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•  Ta i l  k n o t t e d  a n d  l a t e r a l l y  d e v i a t e d ,  t w i s t e d ,  o r  a t r o p h i e d .

•  F i d d l e  f r o n t  a n d  d o w n  o n  p a s t e r n s . 

R.  T r iquet  :  the  fo re legs  are  go ing too much inwards ;  the 

carpals  a re  c lose,  the  feet  complete ly  tu rn ing out ,  the 

metacarpals  c lose to  the ground.  The dog i s  d i sabled.
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

•  A n g l e  o f  t h e  h o c k  o p e n  t o w a r d s  t h e  r e a r  ( i n v e r t e d  h o c k ) .

R.  T r iquet  :  they are  dogs  wi th  ‘ ’ s t ra ight ’ ’  h indquar ters , 

w i th  very  open angles .  In  th i s  case,  the  hock f lexes 

fo rward.  Such lax i ty  i s  inadmiss ib le  in  the Dogue de 

Bordeaux.

•  W h i t e  o n  t h e  h e a d  o r  b o d y ,  a n y  o t h e r  c o l o u r  o f  t h e  c o a t  t h a n  f a w n 

( s h a d e d  o r  n o t )  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i n d l e  o r  s o l i d  b r o w n  c a l l e d 

“c h o c o l a t e ”.

R.  T r iquet :   fawn shaded coat  w i th  brown i s  not  to  be 

confused wi th  chocolate  coat

FAULTS 
DISQUALIFYING FAULTS
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

.  S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s  .

THE DOGUE
DE BORDEAUX


